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Crime figures pertinent to the Scarborough district for the last six months have been added below, this 

area is defined by rural ward codes and does not include the urban areas of Scarborough and Whitby. 

During the months of May to October 25 the Scarborough district saw an increase in the number of 

stolen motor vehicles (SMV), almost double the number seen in the corresponding period last year. This 

was mainly motorbikes and mopeds stolen, however a campervan was stolen in August from outside a 

property in Scarborough and there have been isolated thefts of cars/vans across the district. Operation 

ALIBI, the cross-border partnership working with Cleveland police as well as our roads 

policing/operational support units and rural task force is continuing to assist local policing in increasing 

patrols and stop checking vehicles across the district to detect and deter rural crime. This has seen a 

drop in the number of reported quad bike thefts from a high of 4 in May, there have only been 2 across 

the remaining five months in the district. Theft general has seen a slight rise compared to the similar 

period last year with peaks in June, September and October of close to 20 reported incidents where the 

other three reporting months were in single figures. Septembers increase which was the largest was a 

mixture of thefts, caravan, e-bikes, cement mixer, fencing wire, eggs and mobility scooter none of these 

have turned into a theft trend thankfully.

Heating oil and agricultural oil/diesel theft incidents have thankfully been low over the reporting period; 

oil prices have generally been lower than this time last year. However, we are fully aware this may 

change over the coming months with the long dark nights as temperatures dip and demand increases.

Autocrime offences over the reporting period were less than half the reported incidents for the same 

period last year which is encouraging. 

Again as expected, poaching incidents for the Scarborough area have been low compared to other 

districts in North Yorkshire (see figures below). Poaching figures across the county have increased over 

the last twelve months compared to last year, this change is most likely due to a dry autumn and early 

winter meaning farmland is more accessible for vehicles and the difficulty in maintaining the low figures 

we achieved last year.

The farming sector this year has seen subsidy payments reduced again by the RPA with again half being 

paid during late spring and the other half being paid in the autumn, this marks the end of regular 

support payments and the farming sector enters an uncertain period regarding financial stability.
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Avian bird flu this autumn has returned earlier and with greater vengeance than last autumn, there 

have been many cases across North Yorkshire resulting in earlier tightening of restrictions placed on 

farmers/members of the rural community who keep more than 50 birds, it is certainly a worrying time 

in the poultry sector.

The rural task force are no longer recording domestic abuse incidents in rural locations, this is continued 

to be monitored by our domestic violence department, but the RTF continue to work closely with 

partner agencies such as the FCN and RABI to signpost vulnerable households in the hope of offering 

assistance.

As reported previously, our rural watches are now becoming fully active in their own right following the 

slowing down of their workload from harvest and autumn drilling. The new Scarborough rural watch 

group with the support of the NFU is increasing in member numbers but we still encourage those in the 

rural community within the Scarborough area to engage and be part of the watch, the larger the 

member base the more intelligence/information is shared which helps reduce crime and the fear of 

crime.  The continued value to the police in intelligence gathering and support for ongoing incidents 

from our rural watches in invaluable, but what we would like to see is an increase in numbers of our 

rural communities joining these groups across the Scarborough district and using “WhatsApp” to assist 

in them being able to communicate information more easily between themselves and the police.

 For more information about how members of the rural community can join a rural “WhatsApp” group 

please contact Mark Atkinson – rural Crime Coordinator RTF mark.atkinson@northyorkshire.police.uk 

mailto:mark.atkinson@northyorkshire.police.uk
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SCARBOROUGH

POACHING FIGURES

JAN

DAY 3

NIGHT 3

FEB

DAY 0

NIGHT 1

MARCH

DAY 0

NIGHT 0

APRIL

DAY 2

NIGHT 2

MAY

DAY 1

NIGHT 0

JUNE

DAY 0

NIGHT 0

JULY

DAY 0

NIGHT 0

AUGUST

DAY 3

NIGHT 2

SEPTEMBER

DAY 0

NIGHT 4

OCTOBER

DAY 1

NIGHT 6
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