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RESTORATION GUIDELINES

1. Species-rich grass margins with wildflowers - minimum 14m from the centre of hedges

Tussocky grass margins with wildflowers provide habitat for birds, mammals and over-win-

tering habitat for insects and spiders. Wildflowers attract nectar-feeding insects. Buffer 
strips to be created by sowing. Any existing buffer strips should be retained and managed 
appropriately, where possible. Seeding rates and mixe(s) to be confirmed. Indicative mix 

Emorsgate EM10 Tussock Meadow Mixture (sow at 4g/m2):

Wildflowers 20%
0.80% Achillea millefolium – Yarrow
0.60% Agrimonia eupatoria – Agrimony
0.20% Arctium minus – Lesser Burdock
2.00% Centaurea nigra – Common Knapweed
1.00% Centaurea scabiosa – Greater Knapweed
2.00% Daucus carota – Wild Carrot
1.60% Dipsacus fullonum – Wild Teasel
0.60% Filipendula ulmaria – Meadowsweet
1.80% Galium album – Hedge Bedstraw
0.40% Geranium pratense – Meadow Crane’s-bill
0.80% Knautia arvensis – Field Scabious
0.40% Lathyrus pratensis – Meadow Vetchling
1.60% Leucanthemum vulgare – Oxeye Daisy
0.40% Malva moschata – Musk Mallow
1.80% Plantago lanceolata – Ribwort Plantain
0.80% Poterium sanguisorba – Salad Burnet
1.20% Silene dioica – Red Campion
0.40% Vicia Cracca – Tufted Vetch
1.60% Silene vulgaris – Bladder Campion

Grasses 80%
4.00% Alopecurus pratensis – Meadow Foxtail (w)
24.00% Cynosurus cristatus – Crested Dogstail
8.00% Dactylis glomerata – Cocksfoot (w)
20.00% Festuca rubra ssp rubra – Slender-creeping Red Fescue
4.00% Poa pratensis – Smooth-stalked Meadow-grass
20.00% Schedonorus arundinaceus (Festuca arundinacea) – Tall Fescue (w)

2. Hedgerows - to create new boundaries and reinforced or reinstate existing features

To increase ecological connectivity across the landscape and create habitat for a variety of 
birds, mammals, reptiles and insects. Hedgerows to be planted with a mix of native species 
whips in double-staggered rows, 30-50cm apart at a rate of 7 plants per linear metre. 
Species mix to be confirmed but might typically include the following: 50% hawthorn, 25% 
blackthorn, 15% field maple, 2% holly, 2% wild privet, 2% guelder rose, 2% dog rose and 2% 
buckthorn. A post and wire fence should be installed at the centre of the hedegrow and 
plants protected from browsing animals.

3. Hedgerow trees

Trees should be planted with irregular spacing but at least 20m apart to allow for full crown 
development. Species to be native trees and may include oak, field maple, hornbeam etc. 
Trees should be planted as standards, staked and tied and planted in the centre of the 
hedgerow. As with hedgerows, they must be protected from damage by animals during 
establishment with weed growth controlled on a regular basis.

4. Mixed native scrub

Located in the corner of the site, to be planted with a mix of typical scrub species which 
may include the following: hawthorn, blackthorn, elder, etc. To be planted as transplants at 
2m centres, and protected from damage by browsing animals.

BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN

A calcuation using the DEFRA metric has been carried out based on the landscape plan with 
the following assumptions:

• The retention of all existing hedgerows on field boundaries apart from the central 
hedgerow which zig zags north-south through the centre of the site.

• Restoration to arable farmland with 14m wide field margins planted with wildflower 
grassland.

• The creation of hedgerows with trees as marked on the plan.
• Area of mixed scrub to north-east corner of site

The result is a net gain of 10% is delivered in the habitats element and 53% within the 
hedgerow element.
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