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STATEMENT OF EXECUTIVE MEMBER FOR EDUCATION LEARNING AND SKILLS 
 
Education Standards and School Inspections 
 
Since 10 November there have been 32 full Ofsted inspections of North Yorkshire state-
funded schools, with 19 reports published to date. Findings from the 19 schools indicate a 
North Yorkshire context that is safe and inclusive, with safeguarding requirements met 
across all schools and clear strengths in inclusion and personal development. 
 
No school has received a judgement of Urgent Improvement for any area of inspection. 
 
SEND Sufficiency and Specialist Provision 
 
We continue to work closely with the Department for Education to progress the new special 
school at Grammar School Lane, Northallerton. Meetings are taking place with the DfE to 
move this project forward and ensure the proposed provision is developed in line with local 
needs. In Selby, the new special school continues to be built by the DfE, while Lighthouse 
Multi Academy Trust in Harrogate is finalising the remaining site alterations, undertaking 
staff recruitment processes, and working with the DfE to secure a funding agreement. An 
opening date will be announced as soon as we are able to do so.  
 
This work sits alongside the national agenda to increase specialist places within mainstream 
schools, supporting more children and young people with SEND to access high quality local 
provision. The Council received 26 applications from schools to provide new specialist bases 
(Targeted Mainstream Provision), demonstrating strong interest from schools across North 
Yorkshire in developing inclusive local provision. Following initial assessment, 16 
applications are being taken forward to assess the capital requirements needed to deliver 
these new specialist places. A new wave of applications will be invited from schools and 
settings in the Autumn. 
 
Music Service  
 
The Music Service continues to deliver strongly during its busy summer period, with a wide 
programme of performances giving young people opportunities to showcase and celebrate 
their achievements.  
 
Partnership and development work continues to enhance enrichment, inclusion, and 
governance. New collaborations, including with Harrogate International Festivals and North 
Yorkshire Libraries, are expanding opportunities through masterclasses, workshops, and 
initiatives such as the Summer Reading Challenge. 
 
Outdoor Learning Service 
 
North Yorkshire’s Outdoor Learning Service continues to deliver high-quality experiences, 
with very high satisfaction rates from schools and strong feedback highlighting 
improvements in pupils’ confidence, resilience, and teamwork, particularly for children with 
additional needs. Strong teaching, staff expertise, and effective organisation underpin high 
levels of repeat bookings. 
 
East Coast provision continues to operate following the temporary suspension of East 
Barnby due to site safety issues, with ongoing delivery at sites including Birch Hall Scout 
Campsite. Feedback remains positive, with schools highlighting the quality of the 
programme, particularly its sea-based and environmental elements, and commending staff 
for maintaining high standards of teaching and outcomes. 



 

 

 
Adult Learning and Skills Service 
 
The service is experiencing strong growth, with participation rising to over 3,000 learners 
and high achievement rates of 89% overall, driven by flexible, community-based delivery that 
supports progression into learning and employment.  
 
Elective Home Education, Alternative Provision and Inclusion 
 
The Council is continuing its focus on reducing Elective Home Education (EHE) by working 
closely with school leaders and ensuring families receive clear, timely information about 
available options, with recent pre-decision engagement leading to 36% of families choosing 
that the child remains in school.  
 
Early Years and School-age childcare update 
 
North Yorkshire Council continues to make strong progress in early years and school-age 
childcare, with 1,424 practitioners completing the Comic Relief–funded Dingley’s Promise 
inclusion training (ending June 2026) and 18 settings achieving the Mark of Achievement, 
alongside nominations planned for national “Star Settings.”  
The early years provider market remains stable with 636 settings across the county, though 
demand—particularly for under 2s—is increasing, and a coordinated DfE Phase III nursery 
expansion bid is in development to address gaps and improve access, inclusion, and quality.  
 
To support growth, the Council is launching capital grants for childminders and existing 
providers, alongside workforce initiatives including a careers event and funded Level 3 
training.  
 
In addition, a comprehensive review of holiday childcare is underway, informed by over 
1,700 parent and 200+ provider responses, while bespoke training has been commissioned 
to strengthen the wraparound workforce, with 19 providers engaged to date. 

School Condition Allocation 
 
On 14 May, the Department for Education confirmed a School Condition Allocation for the 
Council of £6.778 million. 
 
This allocation is made for the Council to address property condition and related issues in 
the 156 Community, Foundation or Voluntary Controlled schools within North Yorkshire. 
 
A report detailing proposals for the programme is currently being prepared for consideration 
by the Executive. 
 
Resources 
 
Members will be no doubt aware of the budget pressures faced by schools across the 
country. Schools in North Yorkshire are also seeing such pressures. The Council continues 
to closely monitor our maintained school balances and medium-term projections and will 
continue to offer support and challenge to help achieve financial sustainability. We await the 
government’s next actions on the National Funding Formula, including how this relates to the 
recently published white paper “Every Child Achieving and Thriving” which proposed 
potential reform of school funding. 
We will also continue to lobby central government to ensure that schools in North Yorkshire 
receive a fair funding deal. 
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